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2 Df the feveral Congregations or Chuir
84 ches of Chriftin LON DOS’ » which are commonly
hough unjuftly) called AN aAgpaPTISTS,
,;:,i(tm“%thlpd%LlsHED, Sy
% Bor the Vindication of the Truth. and information of
E | theignorants likewife forthe taking off of thofe af-

perfions whichare frequently, both in Pulpit,
24 and Pring unjuftly caft upon them, :

T o whichis added, :
‘SHEART BLEEDINGS FOR
2 Profeffors abhominations,

- A fichfull generall Epiftle ( from the fame Churches )
TR prefented to all who have knowne the way of truth,
| der the Profeflion of the (ame , difcovering fome of

] Sathans wiles , whereby alfo, wanron perfans and
| ; their Ungodly wayes are dilcliimed.

? forewarning them to Hee fecurity and careleffe walking un-

3
d

Byt shis I confeffe unto thee, that after the way "{-‘-‘)’ call herefie 5 [o wor(bip I the God of my
" Fashers, believing all things that are veritten in'the Law and ths Prophets s and have bope
" tawards God, which they them(elves alfo allow, that there fhall be a refurrection of the dead, E
. “both of the juft and unjuft, Alts 24. 14, 15. i

g;r we cannot but fpeake the things which we bave feene and heard, A&s 4. 20.

4
| § Tte fourth Impreffion corre&ed.

5

-
!,Ondon’,_-l’rimed by M. S. and are tv be [old by F. Tyton at the three daggers
 inFleetftreet, and L. Chapman at the Cromne in Popes-head Alley. 1652,

PR i s R e S SR Rt Pl e D s e

APPR PRI NF TR R ROR

R R b S R R SR S N SO

9/ cor gy P
oy )

4t

v

-y
4:14/ Y o

iy ,,;I’ M’ ."‘W‘:}‘w '”?/ ﬁ
Ronil T B

Pt i, X
4

e

G2 e b s R

i T

‘BPg

awhic (ol

4 )

(o s
2,

T o TR Y

W/ ol yp

e 3



b

VRO YR YT v et

e Wit 65 e R4 ek

‘Courteous Reader,

22 S oi€ Here is nothing wherein Saints

% [bouldbe more conwerfant then
in promoting the bonour of the
Lord and his Cbr;'/! s firiving
and ftudying fowalk before him
agreeable to the truth recorded in
bis Word,the confidcration of which,is a frong in-

ducement unto us to e;zgage ( to the utwaﬁ of onr

- abilities ) in this worke, that when other nten con-
- tent themfelves by living below the rule, wee may
frrivetowalke clofe theveunto ( fuitable ro the pat-

terne left s byGod‘iiz bis Word ) and when many
acconnt it their glory to turne their backs npon what
they profe(Jed to have received from Chriftywe may

ftrive tg hononr God , by a ﬁgdﬁzﬁ continiance i

what we bawve receiverd, and ira diligent [peaking
the things which wee bave [eene and beard fronz
him, the weight of mbich at ferft pretvgzilégl;upgn us
to declare winto the world this our Confelion of
A 2 : faith,
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‘10 the Keader.

faith, and faithfull Epiftle, which wee have againe

veprinted, andmade publique for the reafons fol-
lowing. : :
- Firft, The invitations and earneft folicitations
of feverall of our Brethren,from all parts of the Na.
tionswhofe bearts long to behold in:publique ) onr
frabilitic and perfeverance in the way and truth of
our God,that by it they may have wherewith,to put
to filence thofe who hawe lately taken liberty to re-
proach and wnderwalie the truth profeffed by us.
Secondly, That the world may bebold that throngh
grace,(by which alone we ftand Ywe are preferved

from back fliding or revolting from the way and

truth, wee for fome yeares hawve followed God in,
In which ( throngh faith and obedience ) wee truft
t0 be continued, unto the comming of onr Lord and
Savionr fefm Cbriﬁ'. 4 _
Thirdly, That wee might prewvent Sathan and
his accomplices in the;r enterprifes , who hawe of
late abounded more then or,dz'harry > with ﬁrata gem'f»
and inventions to circumpent poore Saints.in their

[tabilitie and lowe unto the truth s among§t which

this was no fmall one ( in fewerall remote parts )
that wee had caft- offall our former profeffion and
praltife, o that none remained together s worfbip-
ping God in his way,owning themfelwes the Chur-
ches of Chrift, but were growne up 10 a further at-

tarie-



To the Reader.

tainement and light (as they [ay.) to liwe more ini-
mediatly with God and Chrift , then in fuch low,
meane , and contemptible a way as Ordinances,

thinking thereby to ftumble and difbearten many

~ whofe bearts were approved to God.

Fourthly, That we might take off prejudice from
the bearts of thofe (" many of which we bave com-
fortable hopes Jwho are or may be prejndiced againft
ws, from thefe many inveltives, and bitter unjust
reproaches, wee are or may. be (for wor/bipping our
God according to our confcience and the rule of
iruth ) expofed unto, and they ( if it be the good
pleafure of our God ) come to wnderftand onr pra-
Cife, and (ubjeCt themfelves to the Lord in bis

commands.

Laftly, The rementbrance of what good this our

undertaking bath formerly done in the Conntries,

where :t bath been (pread ( of which we /Ja‘zje‘bad‘—‘
particular notice from [ everall Ywhofe bearts bave:

been refrefbed therewith )is no finall indncement to
us to bring this forth againe in prips.” =

Conrteous friend, 'we defire thee fobérly to weigh -

and confider what wee bave profeffed before men,
and Angels, ont of the fimplicitie of onr'bearts,and

let not prejudice prewent thy profitting, but make it

tby great care and ﬂudy to give np thy ;mderﬁéwd-
ing to lowe and veceive the truth, as it is in Jefus,
('elz'gl;ting
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